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Introduction
Croatia is a country rich in history, culture, tradition and heritage. Its history dates back to prehistoric times, more than 5000 years ago. Such a long history has left cultural traces all around the country, with monuments and tradition coming from different times. Region of Istra where this project is settled, is one of the oldest part of Croatia, ancient country with traces of different cultures – from prehistoric caves and settlements, Roman cities and monuments, Byzantine empire, medieval Venice, to Napoleon's France, Austrian monarchy and until present date. Such a historic place is a small peninsula of Vizula, where traces of prehistoric settlements together with Roman villas can be found more than 3000 years old. 

Project

If you wish to uncover thousands years old secrets of prehistoric settlement together with archeology students and volunteers, you should attend our Eurostep. You will have opportunity to take part in archeology excavations helping Croatian archeological society in their research of an old prehistoric settlement and funeral graveyard – necropolis. Real excavations will be done by scouts. 

The project is open to all scouts, volunteers and other young people older than 15 who like to join in. Each scout group can participate with maximum number of 30 scouts. There are 100 places for international scouts (plus 40 scouts from Croatia). The camp is recognised by European Office, Croatian National scout organisation and Ministry of education and sport. The project is included in Eurostep 2004 booklet as a part of Europe for You! programme organised by European Scout Office (for more information see Internet pages: http://www.scout.org/euro).

This project, beside its adventurous and unusual nature, is aimed toward helping young scouts to try something new, gather new experiences, make new friendships, broaden their own horizons by getting to know other cultures, history, tradition. Large part of the project is service to community through fieldwork in excavations, thus directly helping volunteers and other archaeologists in uncovering our history. The second aspect is to offer young people to get inside view of not only our history, but also of archaeology as a profession and career.

Besides our long-running international ecology scout project, through this project scouts will have opportunity to take part in archeological excavation, learning about Croatian history and culture through helping community in research work. This project is also part of Eurostep, and it is lead and coordinated by archeology professors, students and volunteers from Croatian archeology society. 

Project is member of Eurostep programme organized by European Scout Office and supported by Croatian Ministry of Education. Project is organized by Sea scout group “Uljanik” from Pula and International sea scout center “Island of Veruda” who already have long, rich and successful experience in running international projects, such as very popular and highly rated ecology scout project “Scout Marine Watch”. Programme and support is organized by Croatian archaeology institute and Regional archaeology museum.

Programme and Site
Scouts will have opportunity to uncover thousands years old secrets of prehistoric settlement together with archeology students and volunteers. Work will be done on an old prehistoric settlement and funeral graveyard – necropolis. 

Excavation site is around 6 km from the scout center, and scouts can participate partially for only few days using scout center as a base, or for 7 or more days when a separate scout camp will be organized on the site of excavations. Excavation site is situated on small Visula peninsula, 100 meters from beautiful beaches, near the town of Medulin. During the project scout center provides accommodation and food. Accommodation is organized in tents with necessary kitchen facilities and toilettes.

Besides excavations, you will have opportunity to explore and discover beautiful surroundings settled in well-preserved Mediterranean nature in the middle of Adriatic Sea. Neighbor towns, villages and cities are rich in history, tradition and monuments, especially city of Pula with its Roman monuments. You will also have opportunity to visit mountains, castles, nature parks and caves. You will learn about our lifestyle, music and dances, taste our traditional food. Visit to sea scout center on Veruda island will be organized, where you can try activities like scuba diving, sailing, horse riding, canoeing, raft making, environment protection and nature survival activities.

Programme is prepared according to the knowledge and capacity of a young scout at the age of about 16-20 years. The programme consists mainly of interesting fieldwork, activities and workshops. 
10-day programme includes (besides excavation work):

· visit to city of Pula

· horse riding in horse center

· scuba diving

· sailing

· canoeing

· environment protection programme

· visit to national resort “Risnjak” – visit to mountains and caves

You can also choose other hikes in our scout centre's offer, but for extra hikes you will have to pay extra. For detailed information about this and other hikes we can offer, please see the booklet about the scout centre.

Special programme - international scouting:

1.  Nationality day - each group taking part in the camp have to prepare short presentation programme about their country, town, national scout organisation, history, each group will have to prepare their typical national meal for the dinner after what we will all have the dinner together. The sport and other scout games will take place on that day (so prepare few typical games for your country). Each group have to prepare full campfire programme with their typical songs, dances, costumes, games, and music instruments. 

2.  European International Centre day - the centre will exchange different scout games with other scout centres in Europe which whom contacts by Internet and radio waves will be established. 

Participation
Scouts can participate in two ways:

· they can stay in Int. scout center “Island of Veruda”, do extra activities there, and participate in excavations when they wish (at least 5 days). Excavation site is 6 km from the scout center.

· they can fully participate in the project by staying in the camp at the excavation site. Visit to the Int. scout center “Island of Veruda” with extra activities will be organized few times during the stay.

Scouts can participate full 10 days in the project, or shorter. Project is run between 15th July and 15th August. For details about dates please contact us.

The official language is English, but Italian is also spoken. No French or German spoken.

Costs
Cost of the project is 100 KN – 13 € per day per participant. Costs cover accommodation in tents, food, hikes and all programme activities. Cost with no food is 50 KN – 6.5 € per day per participant. Food is organized and prepared in central kitchen. Scouts can also prepare the food by themselves if they wish so.

Sea Scout Centre “Island of Veruda”
Sea scout centre “Island of Veruda” is situated four (4) km from the centre of the town Pula, which is in the very south of the peninsula of Istra. Istra is situated in the north of Croatia, nearby the Italian and Slovenian border.

The centre is situated on the island, very easily reached by ship or boat. It has comforts for scout activities on the sea and by, the possibility of going to excursions to the inner parts of Istra, to the western part of Croatia, excursion to the nature and the surrounding of the town Pula, or other islands.


The centre is situated on the island of 18 hectares (1 ha = 10000 m2), while the centre itself occupies about 3.5 ha. It is in the thick pine, on a mild inclined porous ground suitable for putting up tents. 


Nearby the centre, at about 100 meters are beautiful beaches. They are mainly mild fattened, pebbly and rocky. Next to the campsite, the centre owns constructions where the kitchen, the dinning room, first-aid station, a pantry, equipment storehouse, the toilet and administration are.


The capacity of the centre is 400 persons in the tents, while a 150 are able to use the kitchen contemporary. The centre has potable water from the city water supplier, sanitary facilities, showers (outdoors and indoors – no hot water) and a space for washing.


The dinning room is close to the kitchen, built on hard concrete surface and screened, too. It is equipped with tables and wooden seat bars for 150 persons, but could be extended by tents for 200 persons. The kitchen is very functionable and completely equipped. The equipment storehouse is equipped for a usual hold of the tents and other equipment of the participants before and after camping.


Sanitary facilities include toilets, outdoors, and indoors showers, a space for cloth and dish washing. The centre has its own electricity power generator for the dinning room, the kitchen, sanitary facilities, the storehouse, and the campsite where the tents are. 

The island is situated in the vicinity of the town, which is 150 m far from the land and 1.4 km to the nearest pier on the land. The island pier is about 400 m from the centre. The closest bus station 1.4 km, the bus terminal 6.5 km, the railway station 5.7 km and the airport 9 km. The nearest town is Pula (3.5 km). The town itself and the island's surroundings offer a wide spectrum of possibilities by visiting numerous museums, historical monuments, famous buildings and excursions.


Pula is a town of about 70 000 inhabitants, world famous for its Roman monuments, the best known the Amphitheatre or Coliseum, and other medieval buildings. Further surrounding of the town offers excursions to historical places like Poreč, Labin, Pazin, Vodnjan, Buzet, and the fortified town of Motovun, the Mummy museum in Vodnjan, famous Euphrasian Basilica in Poreč and an old fishermen town Rovinj.


Istra is full of natural sights and beauty and it also has an outstanding National Park called “Otok Brijoni” with its specific reserve for safari and trope animals, then the Canal of Lim, the Pit of Pazin, and the Caves of Poreč.


On the island there is an organised campsite for the shipyard, so the whole island has a completely developed infrastructure for its functioning and gives the possibility of having a constant connection with the land, a reception, buffet, basic food supply, boat renting and sports playgrounds. Sport playgrounds are for football, volleyball and table tennis. 


The centre has a site for campfires with seats and a stage. There is also a place for flag lifting and other pioneering buildings. The centre has its own boat for the supplies and transport. 


The centre is a member of “Where to stay in Europe?”  project, organised by European Scout Office. The project includes a list of international centres in Europe, which have satisfied all requirements for modern scout camping and activities.

Communications
There is a regular ship line from the island to the port every one hour. Also, the scout centre has its own transport boat. Near the port, there is a local station that can take you to the city centre for 25 minutes. There is also a summer bus terminal 200 meters from the port, where the buses leaves for excursions around the city and peninsula of Istra. 

The connections with other cities are excellent by the ship lines, railway and airplanes. You can easily reach the city and the centre by a bus. The same goes for a car. The bus and train station is in the centre of the city. 

The city has an international airport. It takes about 30 minutes to reach the city centre, 40 minutes to reach the railway station, 1 hour to reach the airport. 

Come and join us! 

At the same time you will have great time doing something useful for community!

INFORMATION:

Vladimir Jurkić

Pino Budicin 31

HR-52100 Pula

Croatia

FAX: 

++385-52-373201

PHONE: 

++385-52-224079

EMAIL: 

tjurkic@inet.hr

INTERNET:

http://www.sih.hr/skautski_centri/veruda/index_gl_veruda_en.htm

BANK ACCOUNT (only for Croatia):

33700-678-29593, calling number 01-08-2001

for more information on project, Eurostep, Europe for You! and Where to Stay in Europe programme look at:

http://www.scout.org/europe




